July 26, 2021

Through the Belt and Road Initia-
tive, the Chinese Communist Party has
sunk its teeth into some of the most
valuable tourist destinations on the
face of the Earth, on trade route, and
strategic outposts.

They have sold this program as an
economic development initiative, but
in reality this debt-trap diplomacy is
really just an extortion scheme. Once
these countries fall into the trap, it is
almost impossible to escape.

Even before the pandemic forced the
United States into lockdown, I and sev-
eral other of my colleagues on both
sides of the aisle were ringing alarm
bells about our supply chain security.
China is the most dominant global
source of rare Earth minerals, tech-
nology infrastructure, and many active
pharmaceutical ingredients.

Long story short, there is a lot on
the line for the people of the United
States. The cards are stacked against
us.

It would be really easy to protect
that valuable status quo by ignoring
human rights violations and extortion
schemes and other overt attempts to
make the world a little less free. But as
much as we would like it to be, free-
dom is not humanity’s natural state. It
is fragile. It falls victim to the weak
and the power hungry alike, and, if we
are not careful, yes, it will slip away,
like it has in so many other countries.

Freedom does have to be fought for,
and we need our leaders to set the ex-
ample. That means staying focused on
not following the example of countries
that have given up their freedom. We
don’t want to live out the authori-
tarian nightmare that the CCP has cre-
ated, but we also want to avoid becom-
ing like nations that have already
pawned their futures in pursuit of some
grand socialist future.

I fear that our new majority has al-
ready lost touch with what the Amer-
ican people actually want. They sure
don’t want what the Biden administra-
tion has been selling lately. I can defi-
nitely tell you that after a weekend in
Tennessee. They don’t feel taken care
of. What they are feeling is that they
are being manipulated.

They want to know why President
Biden and the Democratic majority
keep trying to pawn off the freedom
that makes us an example to the rest
of the world in exchange for more gov-
ernment control that nobody asked for.

I would encourage my colleagues on
the other side of the aisle to remember
that the American people entrusted
them with the power that they are
wasting on these radical wish lists
items, and that power can be taken
away just as easily as it was given.

The American people want to make
certain that we do as Ronald Reagan
implored us to remember. And, Madam
President, as you know, last week I
had that poster here on the floor. Free-
dom is always one generation away
from extinction. It is our responsibility
to fight for it, to pass it on.

I yield the floor.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Maine.

Mr. KING. Madam President, I sug-
gest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

—————

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
move to proceed to legislative session.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.
The motion was agreed to.

———

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
move to proceed to executive session to
consider Calendar No. 257.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will report the nomination.

The legislative clerk read the nomi-
nation of Gwynne A. Wilcox, of New
York, to be a Member of the National
Labor Relations Board for the term of
five years expiring August 27, 2023.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
send a cloture motion to the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 257,
Gwynne A. Wilcox, of New York, to be a
Member of the National Labor Relations
Board for the term of five years expiring Au-
gust 27, 2023.

Charles E. Schumer, Tammy Baldwin,
Tim Kaine, Patty Murray, Tina Smith,
Jacky Rosen, Christopher Murphy,
Cory A. Booker, Mark R. Warner, Brian
Schatz, Sherrod Brown, Sheldon White-
house, Raphael Warnock, Michael F.
Bennet, Jeanne Shaheen, Patrick J.
Leahy, Richard J. Durbin.

The

—————

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
move to proceed to legislative session.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.
The motion was agreed to.
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EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
move to proceed to executive session to
consider Calendar No. 258.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

The legislative clerk read the nomi-
nation of David M. Prouty, of Mary-
land, to be a Member of the National
Labor Relations Board for the term of
five years expiring August 27, 2026.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
send a cloture motion to the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 258, David
M. Prouty, of Maryland, to be a Member of
the National Labor Relations Board for the
term of five years expiring August 27, 2026.

Charles E. Schumer, Tammy Baldwin,
Tim Kaine, Patty Murray, Tina Smith,
Jacky Rosen, Christopher Murphy,
Cory A. Booker, Mark R. Warner, Brian
Schatz, Sherrod Brown, Sheldon White-
house, Raphael Warnock, Michael F.
Bennet, Jeanne Shaheen, Patrick J.
Leahy, Richard J. Durbin.

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the man-
datory quorum calls for the cloture
motions filed today, July 26, be waived.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. SCHUMER. I yield the floor.

——
CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the
Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will state.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 122, Todd
Sunhwae Kim, of the District of Columbia,
to be an Assistant Attorney General.

Charles E. Schumer, Richard J. Durbin,
Tina Smith, Margaret Wood Hassan,
Catherine Cortez Masto, Jeff Merkley,
Patty Murray, Tammy Baldwin, Debbie
Stabenow, Gary C. Peters, Angus S.
King, Jr., Sheldon Whitehouse, Robert
P. Casey, Jr., Christopher Murphy, Ben
Ray Lujan, Jack Reed, Chris Van Hol-
len.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
of Todd Sunhwae Kim, of the District
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